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Q. Whatisthepartialtaxexemptiononreal
property ownedbypersons65yearsof
age or older?

Q. Doestheassessorautomaticallygivea
taxpayertheexemptionwhenheorshe
reaches65yearsofage?

A. Section467oftheRealPropertyTaxLaw,
grantsanexemptionfrom taxationtothe
extentof50%oftheassessedvaluationfor
county,cityandschooldistricttaxesonreal
propertyownedbyseniorcitizenswhomeet
certainrequirements.Forthis exemption,the
law allows eachlocalitytosetthemaximum
incomelimitat$32,400ayear.*

In Rochester,theamountoftheexemption
varies basedontheapplicant'sincome.The
rangeofexemptionpercentagesand
maximumincomes are:

50% $24,000
45% $25,000
40% $26,000
35% $27,000
30% $27,900
25% $28,800
20% $29,700
15% $30,600
10% $31,500
5% $32,400

In otherwords,intheCityofRochester,
seniorcitizenscanhaveyearlyincomesas
high as$32,400andstil lgeta5%property
taxexemption.

A. No.Thisisnotanautomaticexemption.
Certainqualificationsmustbemet.Youmust
fileanapplication withtheCity
Bureau ofAssessment.

Percentage Maximum
Exemption AnnualIncome
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Q. Where doesthepropertyownergetan
application?

Q.Cansomeonehelpthepropertyownerfill
outtheapplicationform?

Q.Whataretherequirementstoqualifyfor
theexemption?

Q.Whataretheagerequirements?

Q.Doyouhavetoproveyourage?
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A. YoumayobtainanapplicationattheCity
Assessor'soffice.Itmustbefiledonor
beforetheCityofRochester'sfilingdateof
February1,2005.

A.Yes.TheBureauofAssessmentisavailableto
assist you.

A.Therequirementsarebasedonage,
ownership status, residency,occupancy
and income.

A.Theowneror,i fthepropertyisownedby
morethanoneperson,alloftheowners
(exceptiftheyarehusbandandwifeor
siblings), must be65yearsofageoroverby
December31,2005.Ifthe husbandandthe
wifeorsiblingsownpropertyjointly,onlyone
ofthemisrequiredtobe65yearsofageor
over.Thereisanexceptiontothisruleinthe
eventofthedeathofaspouse.I fan
exemptionhasalreadybeengrantedonthe
property,thesurvivormaybeabletoretainit
i fheorsheis62yearsofageorover.

A.Yes.Thefirsttimeyouapplyfortheexemption
youmustgivesatisfactoryproofofyourage.
Theproofshouldbeattachedtothe
application,ifpossible.Itispreferredthatyou
submitabirthcertificateorbaptismal
certificate. Ifthesearenotavailable,an
affidavitofagefromtheSocialSecurity
Administration,hospitalbirthrecord,
marriagerecord,passport,militaryrecord,
immigrationdocumentsorotherreliable
recordsthatshowyouragewillbe
considered. Pleasesubmit only.

Q.Whataretheownershiprequirements?
A. Inordertoqualifyforthepartialexemption,

theapplicantorapplicantsmustshowthat
they haveownedthepropertyforatleast12
consecutivemonthsbyFebruary1,2005.In
computingthe12monthperiod,theperiod
ofownershipis interruptedby:
1. A transferoftitletoonespousefromthe

other;
2. A transferoftitletoasurvivingspouse

fromadeceasedspouseeitherbywillor
operationoflaw;

3. A transferoftitletoaTrustprovidedthe
applicant'snameappears in theTrust
documentastheBeneficiaryoftheTrust;

4. A transferoftitlethatprovidesfora
Life-Useownershipfortheapplicant;

5. A transferoftitletotheformerowner(s),
providedthereacquisitionoccurswithin
ninemonthsaftertheinitialtransferand
thepropertywasreceivingthesenior
citizens'exemptionasofsuchdate;

6. A transferoftitlesolelytoaperson(s)
who maintainedthepropertyasa
primary residenceatthetimeofdeathof
theformerowner(s),providedthe
transfer occurs withinninemonthsafter
thedeathoftheformerowner(s),andthe
propertywasreceivingthesenior
citizens'exemptionasofsuchdate.The
periodofownershipofapriorresidence
maybeconsideredwhere:

a . T h e propertywassoldby
condemnationorotherinvoluntary
pro-ceeding(excepttaxsale)and
anotherpropertyhasbeenacquiredto
replacethetakenproperty;

b. Thepriorresidencehasbeensoldand
a replacement purchasemadewithin
oneyearifbothresidencesarewithin
theState.
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Q. Doyouhavetoprovethatyouownthe
property and the lengthoftimeyouhave
ownedit?

Q. Whataretheresidencyandoccupancy
requirements?

Q. Ifhusbandandwifejointlyownproperty
butarelegallyseparatedordivorcedand
only onelivesontheproperty,maythe
exemptionbegranted?

Q.WhatisconsideredIncome?

A. Yes. You may berequiredtoprove
ownershipbysubmittingarecordedcopyof
thedeed,mortgageorotherinstrumentby
whichyoubecametheownerofthe
property.

A. Thepropertymustbethe"legalresidence"
of, and mustbeoccupiedby,alltheowners
ofthepropertyunlessanownerisabsent
whilereceivinghealthrelatedservicesasan
inpatientofaresidentialhealthcarefacility.
Thepropertyalsomustbeusedexclusively
forresidentialpurposes.However,ifa
portionofthepropertyisusedforotherthan
residentialpurposes,theexemptionmay
applyonlytotheportionusedexclusively
forresidentialpurposes.Forexample,ifpart
ofthepropertyisusedasastoreor
businessitmayqualifyonlyforthatportion
thatisusedexclusivelyforresidential
purposes. You may berequiredtoprove
residency bysubmittingacopyofyour
driver’slicense,voterregistrationoryour
cableTV, telephoneorutilitybill.

A. Yes. Theincomeofthespousenotresiding
onthepremiseswillnotbeconsidered.In
thecaseofexemptionspreviouslygranted
whenbothspousesresidedontheproperty,
theapplicantneedonlybe62yearsofage.

A. IncomeincludesallSocialSecurity
payments, pensions,salary andwages
(includingbonuses),interest,IRA’sand
annuities,totaldividends,netearningsfrom

rentals,businessorprofessionalearnings,
etc. fanownerisaninpatientat
a residentialhealth carefacility, income
receivedbysuchownerisconsidered
incomeonlytotheextentitexceedsthe
amountpaidbytheowner,spouse,orco-
ownerforcareatthefacility.
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Q. Whatsourcesofincomewouldnotbe
included?

Q. Mustproofofincomebesubmittedwith
the application?

Q. If the property has otherpartial
exemptions, suchasthosegrantedthe
property of veteransandclergy,willthis
property be eligibleforthisexemption?

A. Examplesofincomenotincludedinthe
specified limit wouldbegiftsand
inheritances,deathbenefitsreceivedbya
beneficiaryunderalifeinsurancepolicy,
supplementalsecurityincome, and annuity
paymentstotheextentthatthepayments
representareturn of thetaxpayer'soriginal
investment.

A. Yes. IfaFederalorNewYorkStateincome
taxreturn(s)wasfiledforanyoftheowners
ofthepropertyortheirspousesforthe
precedingyear,copiesofsuchreturn(s)
shouldbesubmittedwiththeirapplication.
Alsorequiredarestatementsofpayments
madebytheSocialSecurityAdministration,
bankstatements, rentreceipts,orother
documentstosubstantiateyourstatement
ofincome.

A. Yes. Theseniorcitizens'exemptionwillbe
computedafterallotherpartialexemptions
havebeendeducted.



Q.Cantheexemptionbegrantedforschool
taxesifachildresidesontheproperty
andattendsanypublicschoolinthecity
or inanotherschooldistrict?

A. No.However,ifachildresidingonthe
property attendsaprivateorparochial
school,theexemptionmaybegranted.

Q. DoIneedtoapplyfortheexemption
annually?

Q. MustIapplyseparatelyfortheSchool
Tax Relief(STAR)exemption?

A. Yes. TheAssessorwil lmail toyoua
renewalapplicationeachyeartobe
returnedbytheFebruary1taxablestatus
date.

A. No.Ifyouqualifyfortheseniorcitizens’
exemption, youwillautomaticallyreceive
theEnhancedSTARexemption.TheSTAR
exemptionwillbecomputedafterthe
seniorcitizens’exemption hasbeen
deducted.

Ifyouhaveanyfurtherquestions,
pleasecallthe:

ExemptionHot-Lineat

MondaythroughFriday
9a.m.to5p.m.

(585) 428-6994

TheCitydoesnotdiscriminateonthebasisofhandicapstatus
initsprograms,activitiesoremployment.
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Q. Arethereotherprogramsavailableto
aidlow-incomeseniorcitizenswith
regardtorealpropertytaxesorrents?

A. Yes. Therearerealpropertytaxcreditsfor
personswhoserealpropertytaxesorrents
arehighinrelationtotheirincome.This
law, referredtoasthecircuitbreaker
program, isadministeredbytheNewYork
StateDepartmentofTaxationandFinance.
Anotherlawmakesitpossibleforpersons
age65oroldertokeeptheirhousesby
payingtheirpropertytaxeswithbank
loans. Banks arepermittedtomakethe
loansforpast,present,andfutureproperty
taxbillsowedontheowner'sprincipal
residence.

The MonroeCounty
Officefor theAging,

(585) 274-7800,
can provideinformation

and assistancewith these
andotherprograms.


